EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE -APPENDIX,
AN   ELECTRIC   CHIME.
Notwithstanding the fact that much of the music produced by chimes is rendered with discords and a clangor little less than barbarous, most people like this sort of music and arc ever ready to listen to it. Possibly one reason tor this is that this music is not so common as other kinds; another is that there is a kind of unwritten poetry about bells that appeals to everybody.
Tower chimes are for the public, and rich and poor alike can  enjoy them, but smaller chimes are  mainly for those who arc able to purchase them; in fact, they may be classed among luxuries.    However, house clock  chimes bring bell music out of the list of the extraordinary and place it within the range of every-clay home1 life.    There Fiw- i53'          is no reason why any one with a mechan-
ical turn of mind cannot construct a chime without much expense. All that is needed is a lathe, a few tools and eight or ten ordinaiy hand bells. The bells are to be tuned so that when struck they will yield the notes of the diatonic scale, Tuning is a comparatively simple matter. If the workman does not happen to have a musical ear, he can procure the assistance of some one who has.
A fine bell made of genuine bell metal is one thing, and the ordinary hand bell sold at the hardware and house fur-nishing goods stores is quite another thing; still the latter affords the most available material for a chime, and withal answers a very good purpose.
The writer had the good fortune to find a dealer who was kind enough to allow him to select from a large number eight bells having approximately the required pitch for an octave, and two additional bells, one above and the other below the octave. These bells first of all had to be tuned to render them useful in a chime. This, although a simple operation mechanically, requires some skill in determining the pitch, as an ordinary bell generally yields two or more discordant notes.
